Halsey Hall Chapter (MN) 2025-2026 Annual Report

Halsey Hall Chapter held many events, and our members participated in several research activities. The Holy
Cow newsletter chronicled these and more during the year.

In addition to the highlights listed below, there were in-person bi-monthly Book Clubs, bi-monthly Saturday
Breakfasts, and bi-monthly board meetings. Monthly Research Zoom meeting were open to all, with invitations
sent out to new members.

On June 19, Richard Bogovich spoke on “Negro League Baseball Connections to Olmstead County” at the
History Center of Olmstead County in Rochester, 22 attended.
In July we had an All Star Game party, and a Five-SABR Chapter Zoom with 32 attendees.
We held a Zoom with the International Women’s Baseball Center, hosting author Jane Leavy in October.
Fall Chapter Meeting of Oct. 25:
1. Guest Speakers: Mary Shea, Chelsey Falzone (manager of the Minnesota Twins-sponsored 14-U girls
baseball team), and Emma Charlesworth-Seiler, former Minor League umpire.
2. Presentations
a. Mike Zarling, “MLB Milestones: A Brief History and Who Might Join”
b. Richard Bogovich, “Black Baseball in Southeastern Minnesota”
c. EdEdmonds, “Peter Seitz and the Dawn of Free Agency”
d. BobTholkes, “Reporting Base Ball -1868”
3. Glenn Renick’s exhibit of 22 Joe Hauser baseball cards from 1922-2018

On Nov. 15we collaborated with The Ballpark, a store in Apple Valley, MN for a talk on baseball card collecting
that drew 15 attendees.

In December, a state board approved a proposal by Stew Thornley to erect a marker for “The Pillbox” Ballpark.
Gene Gomes noted that Topps produced a baseball card of his great grandfather Abner Powell.

Our SABR Day Event on Jan. 29 drew 45 attendees via Zoom to hear Willie Steele, PhD, biographer of W.P.
Kinsella (author of Shoeless Joe).
In February, research on Civil War Baseball (Darryl Sannes) and 1887 Baseball (Rich Arpi) continued.
March get-togethers included a Minn. Gophers game, a Twins Opening Day Party, and a Five-Chapter Zoom
with 44 attendees.
On April 23: Chapter Collaborative event at St. Thomas School of Law in Minneapolis: “Baseball: Business &
Law.” This took place with student members of the University of St. Thomas School of Law’s Sports,
Entertainment and Media Law Society. Dan Levitt, Ed Edmonds and Mike Haupert were speakers. In attendance
were 22, including 14 students and seven Chapter members.
Our Spring Meeting at the Plymouth, MN Library was open to the public at no charge.
Presentations:

a. Armand Peterson, “Minnesota’s First National Baseball Champions, the 1937 St. Paul Kohns”

b. Kris Hard, “The Sports Agent and Sports Management” He explained his new career as an agent,

and his training at The Baseball Bureau’s Scout School.

c. Paul Spyhalski, “Elston Howard’s 1951 Semi-Professional Baseball Season in Wisconsin”.
Guest Speaker Marshall Kelner, from MN, spoke about his first career as a college and minor leagues
announcer before his law career, highlighting his time with the Fort Myers Miracle.
Daniel Dorff’s card exhibit included the 1895 N300 Mayo Cut Plugs Buck Ewing and Hugh Duffy.
Attendance was 36, with members of the public stopping in.

May
May 30 — Northwoods League game at Mayo Field in Rochester, MN.

Report by Gene Gomes



