
                       Halsey Hall Chapter 2025-2026 Annual Report 

 Halsey Hall Chapter held many events for our members during the year, and participated in several baseball 
research activities. Our monthly newsletter The Holy Cow provided many more details from the year, including 
accomplishments earned by some of our individual members. Our chapter website www.halseyhall.org keeps 
minutes of our Research Committee, Board of Directors, and chapter Business Meetings. These records go 
back to 1985. This website and the newsletter have a “Baseball Research Primer” and source information to 
be used by all members. Our chapter has social media accounts with Facebook, Twitter/X, and Bluesky. 

June 2025 
 Our 2025-2026 chapter Board of Directors: Ed Edmonds, Mike Haupert, John Buckeye, Rich Arpi, Terry Bohn, 
Howard Luloff, Jacob Sayward 
June 14 -Chapter Book Club (bi-monthly) featured The Last Manager: How Earl Weaver Tricked, Tormented, 
and Reinvented Baseball, by John W. Miller. Seven attended.             
June 16 -Research Committee (Zoom) monthly meeting. Members attend this informal “committee”, which is 
open to all. Invitations are also sent out to members who haven’t attended in the past, including new chapter 
members. Rich Arpi continues leading the chapter’s ongoing Research Project, “The Spread of Baseball in 
Minnesota”. Rich enlisted Gene Gomes to begin documenting games in 1904. This month Rich himself is 
immersed in the 1886 Northwest League season. Eleven attended.     
June 18 -Dan Levitt appeared on MLV TV. 
June 19 -Member Richard Bogovich gave a talk on “Negro League Baseball Connections to Olmstead County” 
at the History Center of Olmstead County in Rochester. His research highlighted games in Goodhue, Waseca, 
and Fillmore counties from 1912-1948 where famous players like Arthur “Rabbit” McDougal (1909 St. Paul 
Black Gophers), J.L. Wilkinson, Kansas City Monarchs Owner and 2006 HOF inductee, and John Donaldson 
played. Our research committee promoted the event ahead of time and three members attended, along with 
17 members of the public. 
June 25-29 -SABR 53 Convention: chapter members Mike Haupert and Dan Levitt presented. Ed Edmonds 
participated on a panel. Eight of our members attended. Our chapter was awarded MVP status by SABR. 
New member this month: Christian Towalski 

July 2025 
July 15 -All Star Game viewing party at Manning’s restaurant in Minneapolis. 9 attendees. 
July 17 -Our Five-SABR Chapter AL Central Division Mid-Season  Zoom event hosted by Gary Gillette (Michigan) 
featuring speakers from every team. Detroit is way out in front, but it’s not over till it’s over. (They choked.) 
There were 32 attendees including seven from Halsey Hall.  
July 19 -Saturday Chapter Breakfast at Shortstop Bar and Grill: 9 attended. 
July 21 -Research Committee. 10 attended. Ed Edmonds contributed a chapter on Larry MacPhail in the 
McFarland book about attorneys in the Hall of Fame. Rich Arpi continues work on Research project. The Quiz 
involved all players with “Big” as a part of their nickname. Big success!  Stew is going to be on a Zoom call with 
the Capitol Area Architecture Planning Board to promote the Pill Box Marker project. 
New members: Emerson Bigguns, Charlie Frenzel 
 
August 2025 
August 9- Book Club: A Time for Reflection: The Parallel Legacies of Baseball Icons Willie McCovey and Billy 
Williams, by Jason Miller. 7 attended. 
August 11- Research Committee: 15 attended. Kris Hard is now the co-chairman of the SABR Official Scoring 
Committee. Glenn Renick wants to add a feature to the chapter meeting: a display of pre-war baseball cards. 
The goal is to establish a regular baseball card component to the chapter. New member Mike Zarling will have 
a presentation at our Fall Meeting. 
August 24- Our chapter board meeting: 11 attended. Discussed was a change for the system of electing our 
board members, to be voted on at the Fall Meeting. The number of members on the chapter’s social media 
accounts are all rising. 
New members: Ethan Schmid, Gary Moskalyk, Mike O’Brien, Mike Zarling 

http://www.halseyhall.org/


September 2025 
September 3 -Member Mike Haupert gave a Zoom presentation for the Babe Ruth Museum, Business of Being 
the Babe. 
September 13 – Breakfast. 12 attended. 
September 22 -Research Committee: 13 attended. Our quiz by Stew dealt with players who were “Not All 
There” – lost or missing body parts, as with Catfish Hunter, Jim Abbott and Curt Simmons (big toe).  

October 2025 
October 4 -Book Club featuring A Baseball Memoir: Yankees, Typewriters, Scandals, and Cooperstown by Bill 
Madden. 5 attended.  
October 7 -Collaborative Zoom meeting with several chapters and the International Women’s Baseball Center 
hosting author Jane Leavy. Mary Shea and Mike Haupert were emcees.  
October 12 -Board meeting. Finalized plans for the Fall Meeting, and our live in-person chapter event at the 
sports card store in Apple Valley on Nov. 1st. 
October 13 -Research Committee. 16 attended. Members have written Game Stories and Terry Bohn continues 
his research on 3,500 minor leaguers. We learned that long time member Charles Clark passed away at 91. He 
hosted chapter meetings at his home in the early 1980s. 
October 24 -We hosted a get-together at a restaurant for Mary Shea and husband Joe for a World Series watch 
party. She came in to be a part of our Oct. 25 meeting. 
October 25 -Fall Chapter Meeting Highlights:  

1. Our Special Guest Speakers consisted of a panel including Mary Shea (moderator), Chelsey Falzone, 
manager of the Minnesota Twins-sponsored 14-U girls baseball team, and Emma Charlesworth-
Seiler, coach of the team and former Minor League umpire. Their team traveled to Reno NV for a 
national tournament and despite being a newly-formed team finished second! The Twins organization 
supports women’s baseball and getting the word out. It was a great panel, and they presented videos 
from their activities and games. 

2. There were four research presentations 
a. Mike Zarling, “MLB Milestones: A Brief History and Who Might Join”. Mike listed members of the 

300 wins club, 3,000 hits club, 3,000 Ks club, and 500 home runs club. He noted current players 
who have a shot at these marks, (wins-Verlander; hits-Machado; homers-Stanton) as well as early 
players who achieved these milestones. Good history! 

b. Richard Bogovich, “Black Baseball in Southeastern Minnesota -New Research Finds”. Richard 
gave a related talk in Rochester on June 19th. He displayed box scores of games of 1909, 1912 and 
1925-27 showing famous Negro League players such as John Donaldson who performed in the 
Rochester area.  

c. Ed Edmonds, “Peter Seitz and the Dawn of Free Agency”. Our legal expert Ed gave the background 
of the reserve clause and court cases along the way for players to achieve free agency. The 1975 
arbitration panel for grievances agreed to by the owners resulted in Peter Seitz casting the 
deciding vote that allowed players who played without a contract become free agents instead of 
being bound by the reserve clause! Great victory for the players, and ultimately for MLB as well. 

d. Bob Tholkes, “Reporting Base Ball -1868”. Henry Chadwick pioneered the Game Summary Table, 
the early name for the box score in papers. Reports of Cincinnati games were sent to NY papers. 
Readers were treated to the development of baseball reporting and enabled them to read about 
batting orders, fielding positions, and statistics from these early games.  

3. Glenn Renick introduced a new component for our chapter meeting: a formal exhibit of 22 beautiful 
old time original baseball cards spanning the years 1922-2018. These cards are of former Minneapolis 
Miller Joe Hauser, and advertise their connections to Minnesota companies such as the Worch Cigar 
Co., General Mills, and Nelson’s Chocolates. Vintage, and professionally encased cards! 

4. Howard Luloff’s traditional Jeopardy! -style Baseball Trivia Quiz closed the meeting: “In August 2025, 
who became the first female umpire in MLB history?” Jen Pawol! 

New member: Kat Emley 
 
 



November 2025 
Nov. 1 -Baseball card event at The Ballpark, a sports memorabilia store in Apple Valley, MN owned by Calvin 
Halvercamp. It’s deemed to be the longest-running sports card shop in Minnesota, starting up in 1971. 
This event along with the display at the Fall Meeting is an effort to offer card collecting as another of our 
chapter’s attractions. Calvin gave a great history of cards and his hobby adventures. It attracted 12 members 
and three non-members of the public. We handed out SABR info sheets and Calvin joined SABR. 
Nov. 8 -Breakfast. Seven attended at the Shortstop Grill. 
Nov. 17 -Research meeting. 18 attended, including two new people. Dan Levitt will be new SABR President. 
Stew will give a presentation at Cooperstown in April. Ed is organized a law student contest about arbitration. 
Nov. 19 -Chapter Zoom event featuring Mark Armour and his ongoing project about Satchel Paige’s hundreds 
of games during his life, including many in Minnesota. 
New member: Calvin Halvercamp 
 
December 2025 
Dec. 6 -Book Club. Banzai Babe Ruth: Baseball, Espionage & Assassination During the 1934 Tour of Japan, by 
Rob Fitts. Eleven attended. 
Dec. 8 -Board meeting. 11 attended. The Pillbox Ballpark Marker proposal was approved by a state board. Stew 
spoke at the Ramsey County Historical Society fundraiser on October 7th. 
Dec. 15 -Research meeting. 13 attended. Rich has an 1887 games spreadsheet to send out to us. Doug Skipper 
and Art Mugalian are working on SABR’s Larry Ritter Award finalists. Gene Gomes announced that Topps has 
produced a baseball card of his great grandfather Abner Powell in the 2025 Allen & Ginter set, released Dec. 
3rd. Gene wrote the SABR Bio of Powell in 2019. Glenn Renick is writing about cards produced by Yuengling Ice 
Cream during Prohibition, when they couldn’t brew beer. For our chapter’s 50th consecutive monthly Themed 
Trivia Quiz, Dave Lande’s theme was actors in “The Natural”. “Who was the actor who cherished a “leg lamp” 
in a Christmas movie?” Darren McGavin, who played the gambler Gus Sands! 
 
January 2026 
Jan. 10 -Breakfast. Eight attended 
Jan. 15-16 -Ed Edmonds hosted a competition at Tulane law School about arbitration. Three St. Thomas 
students attended as well. Kris Hard helped with judging. 
Jan. 19 – Research meeting. 16 attended. Terry Bohn reviewed our chapter’s Research Primer and updated it. 
Mike Zarling’s Quiz answers were all members of MLB’s first all-Black lineup in 1971, in honor of MLK Jr. Day. 
Jan. 29 -Our Chapter SABR Day Event: Via Zoom, in collaboration with other SABR chapters. 45 attended, 
including 14 Halsey Hall members. Featured was author Willie Steele, PhD at Lipscomb. He is the ultimate 
authority and biographer of W.P. Kinsella, author of Shoeless Joe (inspiration for Field of Dreams movie). 
Kinsella was quirky and impersonal but allowed Steele to write his bio. Kinsella and his wife (mainly) 
interviewed people and they traveled to Chisolm MN to research Dr. “Moonlight” Graham. 
 
February 2026 
Feb. 7 -Book Club: Bats: The Man Behind the Miracle and My Wild Ride in Baseball and Beyond, by Davey 
Johnson. Eleven attended. 
Feb. 15 -Board meeting. Ten attended. Committee reports, etc. 
Feb. 16 -Research meeting. Kris Hard is now a licensed sports agent with Sports Management Worldwide. 
Gene Gomes was featured in Beckett Baseball Monthly magazine with a story by Andrew Harner about Abner 
Powell and the making of his Topps card. Darryl Sannes continued his research on Civil War baseball at Fort 
Snelling, MN. Ed Edmonds will give baseball anti-trust talks in Phoenix and at Florida State University. Glenn 
Renick is now recognized as “Official Contributor” to the Baseball Hall of Fame. 
Feb. 20 -Stew Thornley and Mike Haupert attended the Expo of MN Social Studies Council and promoted SABR 
scholarships for students. 
New members: Bryce Soberski, Bobby Maghielse, Jay Bendfeldt 
 
 
 



March 2026 
Mar. 1 -Annual outing to see a U of MN Gophers game, this one vs. Kansas Jayhawks at U.S. Bank Stadium. 
Eight members attended, with a pregame brunch at the Hen House Eatery. 
 
Mar. 14 -Breakfast. 10 attended. 
Mar. 16 -Research meeting. 13 attended, led this time by Dave Lande. Final arrangements for the April 25 Spring 
Meeting at a new location, the Plymouth Branch Library meeting room, to be open to the public. Bill Nowlin has 
an idea for a SABR book about the 1987 and 1991 Twins World Series teams. 
Mar. 27 -Twins Opening Day watch party.  
Mar. 29 -Five SABR Chapters AL Central Division Season Preview Zoom event. Our chapter member John 
Bonnes of Twins Daily provided the expert remarks and prospects for the Twins. Detroit is the pick for 2026, in 
what looks to be a weak division. There were about 44 attendees, including eight Halsey-Hallers. Not bad. 
 
April 2026 
Apr. 11 -Book Club. The Celebrant, by Eric Rolfe Greenberg. Ten attended. 
Apr. 19 -MN History Day. Two of our members, Rich Arpi and Ed Edmonds, were judges in the student 
competition for a baseball-related topic. The prize went to Davis Costello for his story of Ben Chapman. 
Apr. 20 -Research Comm. 14 attendees. Stew’s quiz was about players who broke up perfect games with two 
out in the ninth inning. Who knew there were ten! (at least) 
Apr. 23 -Chapter Collaborative event at St. Thomas School of Law in Minneapolis: “Baseball: Business & Law.” 
This new event took place with student members of the University of St. Thomas School of Law’s Sports, 
Entertainment and Media Law Society. Three members of Halsey Hall Chapter each spoke about legal aspects 
of baseball, highlighting web pages on the topic at the SABR website. Dan Levitt, Ed Edmonds and Mike Haupert 
were speakers, emphasizing the advantages of membership to SABR. In attendance were 22, including 14 students 
and seven Chapter members. This was promoted by the school and open to all students at no charge. 
There was food provided by the school. The Power Point slides included The History of the MLBPA’s Collective 
Bargaining Agreement, the Demise of the Reserve Clause, Baseball and the Supreme Court, 1915 Federal League 
Lawsuit case files, and several SABR and Halsey Hall Chapter research sources. 
Apr. 25 -Spring Meeting at the Plymouth branch of Hennepin County Libraries. Three research presentations plus 
our Guest Speaker Marshall Kelner. This was open to the public at no charge and we provided drinks and pizza. 
Daniel Dorff brought his vintage baseball card collection for our Card Corner glass-case exhibit. Key cards were the 
1895 N300 Mayo Cut Plugs Buck Ewing and Hugh Duffy! He also had an 1888 Scrapps tobacco Charles Comiskey and 
a 1914 Cracker Jack John McGraw among other pre-1930 cards. Impressive feature of our meeting! 

a. Armand Peterson spoke about “Minnesota’s First National Baseball Champions, the 1937 St. Paul 
Kohns”, sponsored by J.J. Kohn’s café. At the American Baseball Congress in Louisville, entries 
from numerous states participated. The Kohns had to recruit more players from St. Paul during 
the tournament, but came through to beat a powerful Atlanta team to win it- Minnesota’s first 
baseball champion. Armand also exhibited dozens of photos from family members of the team 
and displayed them along the room’s walls. 

b. Kris Hard’s presentation was “The Sports Agent and Sports Management”, and he explained his 
new career as an agent, his training at The Baseball Bureau’s Scout School and certification from 
Sports Management Worldwide. He shared details about the decision-making process athletes 
go through in their career. Agents can help prospects make these decisions. 

c. Paul Spyhalski’s talk was “Elston Howard’s 1951 Semi-Professional Baseball Season in 
Wisconsin”. Howard was stationed at the military base in Camp McCoy after being drafted after 
his 1950 season with the Muskogen Clippers in the Yankees system. He at first played for a town 
ball team in nearby Bangor before playing for the Base team. Howard was also a talented 
basketball player and competed against the Harlem Globetrotters. 

Guest Speaker Marshall Kelner is from Minnesota and talked about his first career as a college and minor 
leagues announcer before embarking on a law career. Highlights included his time with the Fort Myers Miracle 
and their 2018 Florida State League championship. He played clips from many of the minor league games he 
called. He told many stories about how former Twin Matthew LeCroy conducted ceremonies for players he 



managed in the minors when they were called to The Show. His travels included time in California, Michigan, 
Harrisburg, and Dunedin. 
 
The meeting included our chapter business meeting with elections of new board members and the traditional 
“Jeopardy! -style” Trivia Quiz team competition. “Which was the only team not represented in the 1960 ‘Home 
Run Derby’ TV show? -White Sox!” 
 
The Spring Meeting attendance was at least 36, including non-members of the public stopping in.  
New chapter member: Steve Wallner 
 
May 2026 
May 9 -Breakfast at the Shortstop Bar & Grill. Ten attended. 
May 11 -Research Comm. Thirteen attended. We reviewed the recent chapter meetings and started planning 
for more events.  
May 25 -Townball game in Miesville. 
May 30 -Northwoods League game in Rochester: Rochester Honkers vs. Minot Hot Tots. Eight attended, 
meeting with Kyle Trainor, official scorer. 
 
We look forward to having another successful year of events in 2026-2027. 
 
This report was written by Gene Gomes 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                               

                                       

 

 

 


