Halsey Hall SABR Chapter
Research Committee Meeting Minutes

July 20, 2026

Attendees (15): Bob Komoroski, Dave Lande, Art Mugalian, Gene Gomes, Rich Arpi, Ed Edmonds, Terry
Bohn, Stew Thornley, Brenda Himrich, Paul Spyhalski, Glenn Renick, Darryl Sannes, John Buckeye, Dan
Levitt, Mike Zarling

Pre-meeting discussion topics: SABR 54, Uber, WNBA, Golden Birthdays, Minnesota Twins, soccer, mile
run record

Meeting started at 7:01 p.m.

1.

Approval of June meeting minutes: Art Mugalian moved to approve the minutes. Ed Edmonds
seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion passed.

Board of Directors meeting: No specific research related topics to report at this time.

Fall Chapter meeting: October 17
a. Meeting room reserved at Plymouth Library.
b. Projector available in meeting room.
c. Per Bob Komoroski, possible guest speaker is Tony Jones who is an amateur umpire,
author, and a graduate of the Princeton Theological Seminary. Bob will reach out to him.
d. No research presentations scheduled yet. Anthony Bush is a possibility.

SABR 54
a. Terry Bohn, Dan Levitt and Stew Thornley will all make presentations at SABR 54.
b. Dan Levitt and Mike Haupert will serve on a panel discussion on the players’ union.
c. Stew Thornley will serve on the Official Scoring Panel.

Research Roundtable
a. Bob Komoroski: Reading “The First All Star Game: by Randall Sullivan. Very broad look
at the United States in the 1930’s. He highly recommends the book.
b. Gene Gomes: Writing a game story on a game played on August 22, 1886.
Rich Arpi: Continues to work on the spread of baseball in 1867. Found a game played in
Faribault on July 31, 1867. So far, has found 60 games played in 1867.
d. Ed Edmonds:
i. Will serve on SABR 54 panel with Dan Levitt and Mike Haupert regarding the
formation of the player’s association and the first collective bargaining agreement
(CBA).
ii. Don Zminda is writing a book on the 1977 major league season. He’s looking to
interview people on their favorite team during that season.
iii. Questioned whether the original grievance arbitrators Lewis Gill and Alexander
were fired or reached the end of their two-year term.



e. Paul Spyhalski: Made presentation at Jerry Malloy Negro League Conference on Verdell
Mathis. A granddaughter of Mathis from lowa reached out to Paul with information on his
playing time in 1935-36.

f. Darryl Sannes:

i. Continues to work on Ft. Snelling and baseball.

ii. Read “The Victory Season” by Robert Weintraub about major and minor league
players who served in the military in World War Il and the golden age of baseball
that followed the war. 500 major league players served in the military in the war
with two killed in action. 4,000 minor league players served in the military in the
war with 130 killed in action.

g. Dan Levitt:

i. Will serve on panel at SABR 54 regarding the start of the players’ union in 1966.
Ezra Frankel from the MLBPA will be a featured speaker.

ii. Release date for John McGraw biography has been re-scheduled to March 2028.

iii. Cautioned about spam e-mails going out to SABR members.

h. Art Mugalian: Read “Death in the Strike Zone” by Thomas Gilbert. Good book on the
science of pitching and the beginnings of modern pitching.

i. Stew Thornley:

i. The next book club book is “Where They Ain’t” about the original Baltimore
Orioles.

ii. Pillbox plaque is in the design phase that will be completed later this year.

iii. On August 4, will be interviewed by Susan Marks on the Minneapolis Millerettes,
a team in the 1944 All-American Girls Professional Baseball League. She’s
working on a documentary on the Millerettes to be shown on public television.

iv. Mary Shea who is involved in Women’s Baseball Week in Rockford, IL would be
a good candidate for a speaker at a chapter event or on a Zoom call.

v. Discussed Cosmic Baseball played under UV black lights.

6. Trivia Time Quiz, courtesy of Bob Komoroski

1. He was the last Negro League player to play in MLB. Minnie Minoso (1980)

2. He was the second Black player to integrate the Brooklyn Dodgers and this impressive feat,
in his first game, was a first in N.L. history at the time. Name the player and his
accomplishment. Dan Bankhead — 1st Black pitcher

3. He s listed as having only seven plate appearances for the Atlantic City Bacharach Giants,
but the rest of his 30-year career was spent primarily as an entertainer. He is considered the
premier clown prince of Negro League baseball, and became most famous for his “shadow
ball” routine with Spec Bebop. Richard King (“King Tut”)

4. This Olympic champion was a team owner and vice president of a short-lived League. Name
the person and the team. Jessie Owens — Portland Rosebuds

5. This former Negro League player became the first Black mayor of Oakland, California in
1977. Who is he? Lionel Wilson

6. He played for multiple Negro League teams, started at first base in the 1947 East-West All
Star Game, but achieved greater fame in a different sport. Who is he? Goose Tatum



7. He was inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame and the Naismith Basketball Hall of
Fame. He was so respected, that upon his death in 1946, his hometown declared the day of
his funeral a school holiday. Cumberland Posey

8. He holds the record for most appearances in the East-West Negro League All-Star Game.
Alex Radcliff and Buck Leonard (13 All Star Games)

9. This concrete and steel stadium, with lights for night baseball, was the first in the U.S. to be
built, owned and operated by an African American. Greenlee Field — built by Gus Greenlee

10. Founded in Miami, this team moved north in 1943 and joined the Negro American League.
They won five NAL championships and were considered the longest existing Negro League
team before finally disbanding. Miami Giants / Cincinnati Clowns / Indianapolis Clowns

Theme: Black baseball

7. Next research committee meetings:
a. August 24 - Mike Zarling is quizzer
b. September 21 - Stew Thornley is the quizzer

8. Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.



