
Halsey Hall SABR Chapter 

Research Committee Meeting Minutes 

August 24, 2026 

 

Attendees: (12): Stew Thornley, Dave Lande, Mike Zarling, Bob Komoroski, Art Mugalian, Gene Gomes, 
Darryl Sannes, Rich Arpi, Paul Spyhalski, Steve Bratkovich, Glenn Renick, Brenda Himrich 

Pre-meeting conversation items: Field of Dreams (field & game), New York Mets 1st round draft choices 

Meeting started at 7:01 p.m. 

1. Approval of July meeting minutes: Stew Thornley moved to approve the minutes. Darryl Sannes 
seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion passed. 
 

2. SABR 54: Research-related topics 
a. Dan Levitt and Mike Haupert were on a panel discussion on the players’ union. 
b. Stew Thornley, Terry Bohn & Dan Levitt all made research presentations. Stew’s 

presentation on speeding up the game noted that most of these efforts did work.  
c. “SABR This Week” included links to audio and PowerPoint portions of research 

presentations. 
d. The Players’ Panel had a terrific discussion among former Cleveland players. 
e. The Cleveland Guardians front office gave a presentation on SABR metrics. 
f. There was a great working relationship between SABR and the Cleveland Guardians 

front office. 
g. Birmingham will be the site of SABR 55 in 2027. Positive comments on this selection. Not 

the first minor league city to host a SABR convention. It was noted that there may be a 
major league strike and or lock-out in 2027. 

h. Committee meetings included “Women in Baseball”. 
 

3. Fall Chapter meeting: October 17 
a. Guest speaker possibilities 

i. St. Thomas head baseball coach, Chris Olean 
ii. John Graf, author of “Simulating Satchel”, a book on what would have happened 

if baseball integrated in 1934. The depression and shrinking attendance made 
this a consideration. 

iii. Minnesota Gophers head baseball coach, Ty McDevitt, or an assistant baseball 
coach 

iv. T.J. Bond from St. Louis Park 
v. Town ball umpire asked about an honorarium which the chapter doesn’t offer. 

b. Research presentations 
i. The chapter meeting currently has two research presentations scheduled. 
ii. Jerry Driscoll may be a possibility with a presentation on Bullet Joe Rogan 

playing in the Philippines. 
c. Mary Shea from Milwaukee will attend the chapter meeting. Plans at this point are to 

schedule a dinner with out-of-town attendees on the Friday evening before the meeting. 



d. Fred Buckland may bring a display of baseball postcards. Glen Renick will reach out to 
him on this. 

 
4. Research Roundtable – Around the Horn 

a. Gene Gomes: Posted a link to the “canine calamity” game played in the American 
Association between Cincinnati and Louisville. August 22, 2026 was the 140th 
anniversary of this game. Per Gene, the chapter should continue to encourage members 
to write game stories. 

b. Glenn Renick: Researching companies producing and selling strip baseball cards in the 
1920’s. This was a first whereby baseball cards were sold as a product by themselves 
and not via an affiliation with another retail product. 

c. Steve Bratkovich: Submitted two game stories currently under review by editors. The first 
is an August 1965 game between the Pirates and Braves that he attended as a kid and 
the second is a June 1965 game between the Pirates and Giants. He’s also submitted 
two articles to Turn-Style Publications. Steve grew up in western Pennsylvania where he 
became a Pirates fan. 

d. Paul Spyhalski: Gave a presentation in Albert Lea on the 1939 and 1940 Albert Lea 
Tigers. Working on a documentary on the 1935 and 1936 Forest City Collegians, a town 
ball/semi-pro team in Iowa. He has been in contact with the granddaughter of the catcher 
on this team. 

e. Rich Arpi: Working on two projects, the first of which is entitled “Not Just a Batting 
Champion.” This notes the numerous other categories led by batting champions. The 
second project is the 1923 Saints who won 111 games and yet finished in 2nd place. This 
team had a 30-game winner and three 20-game winners. 

f. Mike Zarling: Working on a project researching careers of players who won Rookie of the 
Year awards. 

g. Darryl Sannes: Will be attending town ball playoff games the next two weekends. Noted 
that the new ballpark being built in Blaine is intended to be the home of an independent 
league team. 

h. Stew Thornley: The Pillbox Plaque is in the design phase. He attended the Field of 
Dream game between the Twins and the Phillies, the second time he’s attended a game 
there. He noted that the handicapped access at this field “sucks”! 

i. Gene Gomes: Stated that Stew Thornley has documented rules changes in Retrosheet 
going back to 1886. Stew noted that there’s a summary section on protest games. 

 
5. Trivia Time Quiz courtesy of Mike Zarling 

1. This pitcher made his major league debut in 1987 and pitched to a 3.93 ERA in his first four seasons, 
all with Cleveland. He missed all of the 1991 and 1992 seasons due to injury and pitched poorly in 1993, 
now with the Angels, going 3-12 with a 7.35 ERA. He pitched in parts of the next 3 seasons with 
California, Cleveland, and Detroit, but never found the success he had in the 80’s, finishing his career 
with a record of 36-46 and a 4.56 ERA.     John Farrell 

 2. Kevin Slowey and the Twins held him and the Royals in check in his major league debut, but he was 
still named to Topps All-Star Rookie Team in 2008. He was traded to Boston during the 2011 season 
where he was one of the few productive players for the next year and a half. He swapped places with 
Toronto’s David Carpenter following the 2012 season, but he never played there as he was traded to 
Cleveland just a few days later. He would spend the next three seasons there before ending his career 
with stints in Detroit and Miami.     Mike Aviles 



3. This Venezuelan shortstop wore number 13 in honor of his favorite player, fellow Venezuelan shortstop 
Dave Concepcion. He was traded to the White Sox in the 1984/1985 offseason. He made his major 
league debut on opening day and ultimately won Rookie of the Year, helping Chicago go 85-77, an 11- 
game improvement over 1984. He would spend 13 of his 16 seasons on the South Side, making stops in 
Baltimore and Atlanta before playing for the last time with Tampa Bay in 2000.     Ozzie Guillen 

4. This pitcher debuted for the Marlins in 2010, pitching 2.2 innings. He also pitched 2.2 innings in 2012, 
this time for the White Sox after being traded alongside Osvaldo Martinez. He would not reach the bigs 
again until 2016 with the Rays. Although he pitched well in a small sample size, they DFA’ed him and he 
was picked up by Milwaukee where he continued to have success. He started the 2017 season with the 
Brewers, but also pitched for the Pirates and Rangers. He pitched 8 games with Baltimore in 2018, 
finishing his career with a 3.56 ERA in 103 games pitched, all in relief.     Jhan Marinez 

5. This outfielder had cups of coffee with Baltimore in 1964 and Cleveland in 1968 before being selected 
by the Seattle Pilots in the 1969 Expansion Draft. However, he was traded to Kansas City - the other 
expansion team - during spring training. He went 4-5 on Opening Day against Minnesota, collecting the 
first hit and first run in Royals franchise history. He would go on to win Rookie of the Year. He was traded 
to the Yankees following the 1973 season where he would play until his retirement in 1984.     Lou Piniella 

6. Drafted by the Marlins in 1995, he made his debut with the Devil Rays after being selected in the 
Expansion Draft. He was an all-star in 2002 and then swapped places with Seattle’s Antonio Perez. He 
was traded to San Francisco at the 2005 deadline where he would hit 14 home runs, tying his career high 
mark in just two months. He split the 2010 season with the Yankees and Cardinals before retiring.     
Randy Winn 

7. This outfielder was signed by the Boston Braves in 1946, but did not make his debut until 1955 now in 
Milwaukee. He started the season with the eventual 1957 champions, but ended it with the Cubs where 
he was finally given a chance to play every day. He retired following the 1962 season after minimal 
chances with the Indians and Angels.     Chuck Tanner 

8. This catcher played 13 seasons from 1967-1980. They were all with Pittsburgh except for 1977 which 
was spent with Oakland following a trade. He ended up being on the same team as his trade counterpart 
for 1978-1980, winning the World Series in 1979.     Manny Sanguillen 

9. This Hall of Fame first baseman signed with the Dodgers in 1943 and appeared in the final game of the 
season, going 0-2 with a walk, stolen base, and two strikeouts. However, he would not see the majors 
again until 1947 due to military service. He had a breakout year in 1949 hitting .285 with 23 home runs 
and 115 RBI. He continued to be a threat in the middle of Brooklyn’s line up, but when they moved to Los 
Angeles, his bat went cold. After four seasons in LA, he was drafted by the expansion Mets and went 
back to NYC. After two seasons, he was traded to the Washington Senators for Jim Piersall where he 
promptly retired and became their manager.     Gil Hodges 

10. This pitcher made his debut in 1967 for the Mets and tied the franchise record for most strikeouts in a 
debut (8) until Matt Harvey struck out 11 in 2012. Unfortunately for him, he was still tagged with the loss 
as the hapless Mets lost 2-0 to the Phillies. That would also turn out to be the pinnacle of his career as he 
finished the season 1-7 with a 4.70 ERA. He was traded that offseason to Washington where he had an 
ERA of 9.00 across 3 games and 2 innings pitched. He ended up back in the Mets system after the 1969 
minor league draft, but would not make it back to the majors until 1971 with Detroit. He finished his career 
with a 1-10 record and 4.56 ERA.     Bill Denehy 



Bonus: Which two people are the only ones to fit this quiz and be traded mid-season? They are also the 
only ones to be traded for each other.     Joe Gordon and Jimmy Dykes 

Theme: Involved in a trade that included a manager for a player (and vice versa). 

6. Upcoming Research Committee Zoom Meetings: September 21 (Quizzer – Stew Thornley) and 
October 19 (Quizzer – Glenn Renick) 

7. Meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m. 


