
                     Halsey Hall Research Committee September 21, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

Attendees (13): Mike Haupert, John Buckeye, Glenn Renick, Dave Lande, Mike Zarling, Doug 
Skipper, Gene Gomes, Stew Thornley, Art Mugalian, Bob Komoroski, Brenda Himrich, Darryl 
Sannes, Terry Bohn  

Pre-meeting discussion topics: “The Thinking Fan’s Guide to Baseball” by Koppett; Koppett 
didn’t support Melissa Ludke; All Star Wrestling; up-coming Gophers vs. Michigan game 

 

1. Approval of August 24 Minutes 
2. Chapter Fall Meeting October 17 plans: 

A. Presentations Lineup:  
i. Terry Bohn, “Remembering Saul Davis”, highlighting his Negro League years. 
ii. Stew Thornley, “The Demise of the Reserve Clause”, leading up to the 1975 

Seitz decision. 
iii. John Graf, “Simulating Satchel”, a replayed 1934 season in which Satchel 

and other Negro League players participated in the Major League season.  
 

B. Guest speaker info: Emma Chatsworth-Seiler in morning and Kyle Trainor in 
afternoon. 
 

C. The board met Sept. 13, and discussed other items for the meeting. 
- Will bring chapter projector as a backup; Library has a projector for us. 
- Card Corner: Fred will bring his historical baseball postcards for display. 
- Flyer will be printed to bring to library inviting public to attend.  
 

3. Baseball Research topics discussed at board meeting Sept. 13.  
A. Ideas for our Chapter Research Project: Mike Haupert will organize some of his 

students to meet on Dec. 14 and present research. He will recruit them for SABR 
membership and we’ll have Halsey Hall members attend.  
 

4. Research Roundtable – Around the Horn 
- Steve Ginader had a Game Story on Sept. 4 about a Phillies-Reds game; Mike 

Haupert has a presentation on the history of baseball’s labor movement and 
the 1900 agreement which he may do at “Nine”; Mike Zarling is researching 
MLB awards going back to the Chalmers Award. Glenn Renick has a post on 
Facebook about actor Joe E. Brown and the Brown family’s involvement in 
baseball. Bob K. attended “Nine” in September with about 24 others. He said 



“Nine” in Arizona will be March 3-6, 2027. Darryl has research on Fort 
Snelling and Class B in Shakopee, and said a new Camp Ridley museum, the 
Minnesota Military Museum, opened and 1,200 attended. John Buckeye will 
attend the Arizona Fall League next month to scout Twins prospects. Brenda 
has read several books this summer; Art read the controversy about cheap 
home runs in a book about Polo Grounds history. Stew’s researching Perry 
Werden’s 19th century career for a presentation in Milwaukee on Oct. 10. 
 

5. Trivia Time Monthly Chapter Quiz: Stew Thornley’s “Thrice Quiz” 

1. So enamored were the Twins after this player hit a ninth-inning, game-winning three-run 
homer against them in 2015 that after the season, they sent Aaron Hicks to the Yankees in 
exchange for him. He played 26 games for Minnesota and 83 for Rochester of the 
International League in 2016. Fun fact: In 2009 he was the second-team high school All-
American catcher behind Bryce Harper. John Ryan Murphy 

2. Starting in 1964, he hit 139 home runs in his first five full years with the Giants. He tailed 
off a tad but in 1973 at Metropolitan Stadium, he hit a three-run homer to cap a five-run 
eighth inning to lead the Yankees to a 5-2 win. Fun fact: He was cremated after he died. 

 Jim Ray Hart 

3. Before he died, he portrayed Art Howe in Moneyball. Fun fact: He was a big fan of the 
New York Jets (although that is not what killed him). Philip Seymour Hoffman 

4. A southpaw who pitched for six teams between 1979 and 1992, he first pitched against 
the Twins in Minnesota in the second game of a doubleheader, going eight innings and 
getting the win the night before the first gathering of SABR members in Minnesota (which 
can be found on the chapter’s Officers and History web page). Fun fact: After his playing 
career, he was an assistant coach for the baseball team at Howard Payne University in his 
hometown of Brownwood, Texas (where Jim Morris of The Rookie fame was coaching when 
he tried out for and was signed by the Tampa Bay Devil Rays). Jerry Don Gleaton 

5. As a Milwaukee Brewers prospect, he displayed power in the minors, hitting 23 home 
runs with El Paso in 1985 when he was the Texas League Player of the Year, and he added 
three as a September call-up by the Brewers that year, but he hit only two more in a career 
that ended in 1990. Fun fact: When he got to the majors, he dropped the last letter from his 
middle name because, “It’s much easier to sign baseballs that way.” Billy Joe Ribidoux 

6. An outfielder, he finished his seven-year major-league career with a bWAR of -0.8. In 
1962, he played in 112 games with three teams in the National League, New York, Chicago, 
and St. Louis. Fun fact: He was born and died and buried in Hood River, Oregon.  

https://halseyhall.org/officers_history.html


Bobby Gene Smith 

7. He played the Whammer in The Natural as well as Buford Pusser in the first Walking Tall 
movie. Fun fact: He was overly sensitive when Mystery Science Theater 3000 lampooned 
one of his movies and threatened to kick their arses. This did not stop the MST3000 crew 
from roasting him in another movie. Joe Don Baker 

8. He finished a 10-year career with the Twins in 1986. Fun fact: He helped a young fan find 
Jesus in the Metrodome parking lot. Roy Lee Jackson 

9. A first-round draft pick by the Twins (after being named the college Player of the Year by 
The Sporting News), he made his major-league debut in the second game of the 1971 
season as a pinch-runner for Harmon Killebrew and scored the final run of the game as Bert 
Blyleven shut out the Brewers. He ran for Killebrew and scored again in the Twins’ next 
game. He started and played in center field in the next game and homered in his fifth time 
up. Fun fact: Sometimes called P. R. by his teammates, he was later traded for Bobby 
Darwin. Paul Ray Powell 

Bonus: 

He played Bookman in Seinfeld. Fun fact: He was a radio announcer and high-school 
teacher before starting his acting career when he was 30. Philip Baker Hall 

6. Upcoming Research Committee meetings: Oct. 19 Quizzer: Glenn Renick 
                                                                                           Nov. 23 

7. Meeting adjourned at:  8:30 pm 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JR_QLj8cI8

